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THE WAR THAT NEVER WAS, by Bradley
Eart Ayers. Bobbs-Merrill. 235 pages, $8.95.
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It was the height of the Kennedy era, with-

the pation in love with a great Prestdent avd
outraged at the depravity of the Castro re-
gime in Cuba. Refugess strugaled ashore in
Florida, or were picked up by fishermen and
Coast Guard cutters in the straits, sunburmed,
starvad, thirsty, sick ana destitule, but now
free. ’

Ths Bay of Pigs had.collapsed in chaos, but
still the CIA worked in secret Florida bases
training Cuban exiles to sneak back to the
islapgd and wreak havol. -

Cupt. Bradley Ear} Ayers, on loan to “the
company” as an instructor jo special tactics,
happily sweated and strained alongside the
decidedly un-military young Cubans recruited
off Miani strests. He was proud to be an in-
strument of a national policy to topple Fidel
Casfro. i

. Ayers himself admits to two forays info
Cuba with the commandes, neither trip pai-
ticutarly successful at bringing Fidet to his
kneze.

PUZZLED -BY the civilian bureaucracy of
the CIA (‘. .. then, at five o'cleck each day,
they just stopped thie war .. M), frustrated by
the resistance to discipline and military ovdsr
among the_ commandos, and finally tortured
by the disintegration of his own marriage be-
cause his military wife wonldn’t understand
the secrecy, Avers lived an exciting life in
those vears, and tells of them with hair-rais-
Ingz literary success.
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His final assignment, in 1963, was to train a
tesm of raiders to sneak onto Cuban shorss
and éestroy an oil refinery. The raid weuld
include all the finest tactics of zuerriita vwar-
fare -— diversion, cold-blovded murder,
rockets and mortars, vunderwater demvolition,
snd finally escape to an awaiting trawler in
international waters. For practice, the team
“attacked” a Bell System microwave station
on the Florida coast.

BUT ON NOV. 22, 1863, it al} came crash-
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ing down. As the echues of the Dallas rifle-
man's horrors spread worldwide, the CIA
haltad the covert training temporarily, until
Lyndon Johnson's policies could be sorted
out, znd then permanenily put them on fce.

_ Vietnarn was 1o be the great battle against
the Communists, nat Cuba.

Ayers didn't like that, sulked and brooded
for months while awaiting something to do,
andd finally quit boih the CIA and the Army.
After his resignation be tried to work . with
militant and independent anti-Casiro groups,
but found them disorganized, poorly-led and
hopelesaly competitive with one another for
every skirmish against Castro.

EMBITTERED BY THE U.5."s uwrn to
Southeast Asia and abandenment eof the
Cubans, Avers writes, *This was no case of |
intervention by s foreign power. No effort
had been niade by the United States 1o impose
its form of povermment ox Cuba. The exiles
were Cuban citizens and hud every right to
return to their native soil . . 07 And if they
chose to return with satehel charges and
arease pums, it was thelr prerogitive.

The C1A's need-to-kinow seirecies Rept
Ayers fromn any definite knowledge of a (9 721
plot to assassinate Fidel Casico, thougiy he
freard rumors. Now that investigations are
Beginning into possible connectivns hetween
that plot and JFK's deunth, it could develop
that Ayers was simply ‘a pawn in a colossal
game of King of the Mountala, a game-which
the other side won. — Review=d by Charles
Stongh, Drify News ¢opy editor.



